Outline
“Can Birds Be Pollinators Like Bees?” 

Character: Brooke
Setting: Indoor set/stage
Premise: The role of birds as pollinators is often overlooked in favor of that of bees, who are responsible for pollination of around 80 percent of all crops worldwide. However, nectar-eating birds such as hummingbirds are lead pollinators along with honey-eaters and sunbirds. 

Intro
Brooke introduces herself and gives a fun fact about bees and pollination.
Lesson
Brooke explains what pollination is and that bees aren't the only ones responsible for pollination. Birds play a part as well. She goes on to describe which species of birds are involved and what type of flowers they are attracted to. Brook also details how pollen sticks to bird’s beak and feathers to then be transported to the next flower they feed on.
Outro
Brook reminds us to keep an eye out for these little helpers and that they’re doing their part in pollination as well.





FADE IN:
INT. STAGE SET - DAY
BROOKE stands behind the desk facing the screen. 
  BROOKE
     Hi friends! It’s Brooke! 
BROOKE waves. 
					  BROOKE (CONT’D)
Did you know that one in every three               bites of food you eat needs bees for    pollination?
Graphics of three spoonfuls of food pops up on the screen next to BROOKE. 
					  BROOKE (CONT’D)
But what is pollination?
BROOKE shrugs.
  BROOKE (CONT’D) 
Pollination happens when a special                powder called pollen moves from one                 plant or flower to another. 
A picture of pollen appears on the screen.
					  BROOKE (CONT’D)
When a bee lands on a flower to collect               nectar it’s legs and body get coated in            pollen.
A photo of a bee covered in pollen appears on the screen.  
					  BROOKE (CONT’D)	
As the bee continues to fly from flower         to flower this pollen will rub off           helping each flower to create new seeds.
An illustration of pollen moving between plants appears on the screen. 
					  BROOKE (CONT’D)
These new seeds grow into new plants,          producing many of our favorite foods               that we enjoy. 
Graphics of foods pollinated by bees appear on the screen.
					  BROOKE (CONT’D)
And bees aren't the only ones that can          do this! Birds can do it too!
Photos of different bird pollinators appear on the screen.
					  BROOKE (CONT’D)
About 2,000 species of birds help plants            in the same way as bees. 
In the United States the most common             species of birds who pollinate include      orioles and hummingbirds.
A photo of a hummingbird and an oriole appear on the screen.

					  BROOKE (CONT’D)
Orioles and hummingbirds primarily           pollinate wildflowers. Even though we           do not eat the wildflowers that these             birds pollinate, these plants are still              important for the health of the global           ecosystem.
Photo of a hummingbird drinking nectar out of a wildflower appears on the screen. 
					  BROOKE (CONT’D)
Hummingbirds are perhaps the most           familiar, and like other bird            pollinators, they feed on the nectar           inside of flowers.
A photo of a hummingbird appears on the screen.
					  BROOKE (CONT’D)
To obtain enough energy, these birds           must visit hundreds of flowers, sometimes drinking up to two times their body            weight daily.
A photo of a hummingbird drinking nectar out of a flower appears on the screen. 


					  BROOKE (CONT’D)
Hummingbirds are attracted to flowers           with bright, bold colors like red,             yellow, or orange. 
Photos of bright, bold flowers appear on the screen.
  BROOKE (CONT’D)
These blooms typically have narrow             tube-like flower shapes, perfect for           the long bills of these pollinators.  
Photos of flowers with tube shapes appear on the screen.
					  BROOKE (CONT’D)
Another familiar bird pollinator is            the Baltimore Oriole. 
A photo of a Baltimore Oriole appears on the screen.
					  BROOKE (CONT’D)
These birds prefer plants with tight            clusters of fruit and flowers, with              sturdy branches to perch on while          feeding. 
A photo of a Baltimore Oriole feeding on flowers or fruit appears on the screen. 
					  BROOKE (CONT’D)
A Baltimore oriole's beak is shorter               than a hummingbird's, so when reaching             for nectar, pollen collects not only              on their bills but on the fine feathers            around their head and body, ready to be           carried to the next flower they visit. 
A photo of a Baltimore oriole with pollen on its beak or body appears on the screen. 
					  BROOKE (CONT’D)
Birds do so much to keep our ecosystem        healthy and balanced. Whenever you’re          outside, look out for these little          helpers and remember that they’re doing           their part in pollination too! 
I’ll see you next time, bye!
BROOKE waves.
FADE OUT:


